Pursuant to Article 14, paragraph (1), of the Law on Public Procurement (Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia, nos. 136/07, 130/08, 97/10, 53/11 and 185/11), Minister of Finance adopted the following 
CODE OF ETHICS WHEN CARRYING OUT PUBLIC PROCUREMENT PROCEDURES
Article 1
(1) This Code shall regulate the manner of conduct and operations of procurement practitioners, as well as the Chairman of the Procurement Commission, his/her deputy, members of the Procurement Commission and their deputies (hereinafter: persons) at the contracting authority, to the end of ensuring legality, independence, transparency, accountability, efficiency, responsibility and professional integrity when carrying out public procurement procedures, according to their official duties. 

(2) The person shall be responsible if acting contrary to the official duties determined on the basis of a law, this Code or other regulations.
Article 2
(1) The person shall carrying out public procurement procedures pursuant to law, in a non-discriminatory manner, without any preferences and personal interest.
(2) When carrying out public procurement procedures, the person shall apply and respect the principles of legality, legality, independence, transparency, accountability, efficiency, responsibility and professional integrity.
Article 3
(1) The person shall take due care for the activities not to be at the detriment of the contracting authority nor contrary to the public interest determined by law.
(2) The person shall perform the tasks at high professional level, to be constantly upgraded, and shall undergo constant education.
(3) The person shall not be engaged in activities contrary to the proper carrying out of public procurement procedures and shall avoid situations and conduct that may damage the interest or the reputation of the contracting authority employing such person.
(4) The person shall avoid any kind of unethical conduct and shall not use the status or the influence to satisfy his/her own material and personal interests, as well as the ones of the members of his/her family.
(5) As for the relations with natural persons and legal entities, the person shall demonstrate understanding, courtesy, respectability and readiness to help, thereby not hindering the exercising of their rights, interests and dignity.  
(6) The person, when carrying out public procurement procedures, in direct contact with the natural persons and legal entities, shall behave responsibly, cautiously, kindly, shall announce information in a simple and understandable manner, shall answer to the questions posed and shall instruct them where to exercise their rights and interests.
Article 4
(1) When carrying out public procurement procedures, the person shall be guided by correct and reasonable assessment of the factual situation without any prejudice, without any conflict of interest and without any influence on the responsible person or the concerned persons. 
(2) When carrying out public procurement procedures, the person shall, when undertaking, i.e. not undertaking, activities, act in the same manner to all interested persons.
(3) The person shall not cause deliberate damage to natural persons and legal entities, but he/she shall rather ensure exercising of their rights and interests that are not to the detriment of the contracting authority.
(4) When carrying out public procurement procedures, the person shall not:
· accept money, regardless of the amount, other valuables or precious metals, nor shall he/she ask for or accept a gift;
· abuse his/her official position to gain material or other type of benefit for the members of the family, close relatives, friends and other natural persons and legal entities with whom he/she has established private, business or political interest;
· use official and business information obtained when performing the official tasks and duties at the contracting authority for personal benefit or for the benefit of other person he/she is related to, and
· use his/her position to influence the decisions of the bodies in charge of control or monitoring the public procurement system to the end of gaining personal benefit or benefit for persons he/she is related to, obtaining certain benefits or rights and concluding a business deal, or gaining benefit, in any other way, for himself/herself or for other person he/she is related to.
(5) Should the person be offered a gift or given any other offer, he/she shall refuse the gift or the other offer and shall inform forthwith thereof.
Article 5
(1) When carrying out public procurement procedures, the person shall respect the principles and the legal regulations on preventing conflict of interest.
(2) The person shall not allow for any conflict of his/her personal financial interest and the public interest.
(3) When carrying out public procurement procedures, the person shall avoid activities, or shall avoid not to undertake activities in cases when they are contrary to the legal regulations, which could be a reason for violating his/her personal integrity.
Article 6
(1) When carrying out public procurement procedures, the person shall act responsibly, and shall use the data and information obtained during the carrying out of public procurement procedures only for the purpose of carrying out the specific public procurement.
(2) When carrying out public procurement procedures, the person shall act on the basis of the principle of economy in handling state-owned property, as well as financial resources used when carrying out public procurement procedures.
Article 7
This Code shall enter into force on the eighth day from the day it is published in the “Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia”.
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